
Mountainside School District
1497 Woodacres Drive Mountainside, NJ 07092

908-232-8828
www.mountainsideschools.org

Janet Walling - Superintendent of Schools

Mountainside Parents and Staff: November 27, 2023

I hope that everyone enjoyed a nice Thanksgiving and had the chance to make some special memories with
family and friends. It is hard to believe that December is almost here and we are already approaching the end
of our first trimester. This past month has been filled with opportunities for students to be involved in a wide
variety of activities including sports and spring musical tryouts, the Noetic Math Competition, Deerfield’s
Veterans’ Day assembly, and the many different clubs being offered at both Beechwood and Deerfield. I am
so pleased to see the level of effort and pride that students are putting into their work along with their
willingness to challenge themselves to try new things, both academically and socially, and am excited to see
the continued growth and progress that will take place throughout the rest of the year. Together, we all
continue to make Mountainside such a special place to grow, and I appreciate your partnership along the way!

A few additional items to share:

● This year, we received the largest number of nominations ever for our Educators of the Year
program. Over 20 well deserving staff were nominated for this annual recognition, with quite a few
receiving multiple submissions. Reading through the thoughtful entries reinforced something I
proudly witness every day -- Mountainside is filled with an amazing staff of caring and dedicated
professionals! The Selection Panel, made up of staff, parents, and Board members met today for
the difficult task of choosing our winners, and we are VERY pleased to announce the following staff
members for the 2023-2024 school year. Please join me in congratulating the following:

○ Teachers of the Year:
■ Beechwood School – Mrs. Judy Wargaski – 1st grade teacher
■ Deerfield School – Mr. Cory Berger – 5th grade teacher

○ Educational Services Professional of the Year:
■ Representing both Beechwood and Deerfield Schools – Ms. Carla Clausen –

Occupational Therapist
○ Support Staff Member of the Year:

■ Beechwood School – Mrs. Stefaine Mathis – Custodian
■ Deerfield School – Mrs. Chrissy Kiesewetter – Paraprofessional

● In preparation for any potential winter weather, or other emergency notification needs, the
Mountainside School District will be conducting a test of our emergency broadcast system on
Wednesday, November 29th at 5:00 pm. This test will include a notification blast sent to all
guardian/staff emails and phone numbers that we have on file. The notification should come to you
in the form of a phone call, email, and text (if you have chosen to participate in the text option). In
order to help ensure accurate communication, please note the following:

○ Parents/Guardians: If any of your information has changed, please update it appropriately
within the "contacts" section of your Genesis Parent Portal.

○ Staff: If your information has changed, please contact Mrs. Bolton to update accordingly.
○ Texting Option: If you would like to also receive emergency notifications via text please be

sure that you opt-in to this aspect. Specific information regarding this can be found on the
attached flier: Text Opt In Information

I would like to wish everyone a nice week and a wonderful upcoming holiday season!

Regards,

Janet Walling
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